
 

Match Report – NASLS 2016 Rnd 1 

Chichester Cormorants SC competed in round 1 of the 2016 National Arena 

Swimming League South (NASLS) on Saturday evening at the Quays Swimming 

Complex, Southampton.  The NASLS is the most important competition of the year 

and Chichester knew that the level of opposition would be a step above the norm. 

Littlehampton, who had been relegated from Division 1 the previous year were 

ranked number 1 in the gala followed closely by Tilehurst who had finished fourth the 

previous year, just missing out on promotion to division 1 on points difference.  Other 

teams included new entrants to the league Rushmoor Royals B and Wycombe 

District C, both of which are premier division clubs and therefore likely to provide 

quality opposition.  The sixth team in the gala was Eastleigh who beat Chichester 

into second place in the previous year’s B Final.   

And so the evening began and it soon became clear that this was going to be a very 

competitive gala and that Chichester would have to be on top form.  Throughout the 

gala Chichester were never outclassed and showed real grit and determination to 

give a good account of themselves. 

Highlights included wins for Seb Hadnett in the boys 13 and under 100m 

breaststroke and 100m freestyle beating his friend and close rival Tom Hogg from 

Littlehampton.  Also newcomer Fraser Lyne finished second in the boys 10/11 years 

50m breaststroke and was a comfortable winner in the 50m freestyle. 

The 9/11 age group, consisting of the girls Isabella Rose, Lauren Smith, Bethan 

Potts, Broghan Collier and Mathilde Butcher and boys Lucca Everley, James Potts, 

Fraser Lyne and Jakey Wood, gave a very good account of themselves by gaining 

second highest number of gala points behind Rushmoor Royals’ 9/11s.  The boy’s 

quartet finished in second place in both the freestyle and medley relays and James 

Potts also came second in the 50m butterfly.  

Other notable performances included the 13 and under boy’s relay team, consisting 

of Charlie Barnett, Max Edgington, Seb Hadnett and Archie Lyne who came second 

in the 4 x 50m medley relay and Amber Hook who finished second in the ladies open 

100m freestyle.  Mia Clive swam an excellent 100m butterfly in her NASLS debut to 

finish 3rd in the girls 13 and under age group.  India Rose and Sam Hadnett also 

finished in 3rd place in the girls 13 and under and boys 15 and under 100m 

backstroke races. 

A number of swimmers, including Broghan Collier, Bethan Potts, Lucca Everley, 

Jakey Wood, Max Edgington, Leila Solly, Ben Goacher and Molly Rayner were 

selected in relays only.  A big thank you to these swimmers for supporting the team 

despite not being allocated a slot in an individual race.  Their contribution made a big 

difference and is much appreciated. 



As the evening progressed it was clear that the level of competition was even higher 

than the usual as Chichester and Eastleigh battled to avoid last place.  By the end of 

the evening it was Chichester who prevailed to finish in fifth place one point ahead of 

Eastleigh.  This was a significant achievement considering Eastleigh had beaten 

Chichester the year before.  Tilehurst prevailed as the overall winners of the gala 

with Rushmoor Royals B in second and Littlehampton in third place.  Wycombe 

District C finished ahead of Chichester with a 36-point advantage. 

Chichester now await the draw for round 2, which will be held on Saturday 12th 

November at a venue yet to be announced. 


